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“(Rick) Mather’s practice has quietly produced some 
of the best new university buildings of recent years, 
from Oxford to Liverpool” 

Hugh Pearman -  R IBA Journa l  November  2008

05 .1 .1  BUILT PEDAGOGY
Rick Mather Architects are one of the leading 
practices in the higher-education and cultural 
sectors, delivering world-class buildings and 
setting a new benchmark for high quality design in 
universities. Our projects have consistently been the 
defining components in masterplans and campus 
developments that raise the profile of the institutions 
they serve and transform university identities. 

We are one of the few architecture practices in the 
world to have built two state-of-the-art architecture 
schools in the past five years and would welcome the 
opportunity of establishing an innovative landmark 
building for the University of Melbourne.

We have cons iderab le  exper ience  in  cu l tu ra l  and 
masterp lann ing  p ro jec ts  tha t  b r ings  a  un ique  unders tand ing 
o f  the  po ten t ia l  fo r  a  bu i ld ing  to  no t  s imp ly  be  aware  o f , 
bu t  s t reng then i t s  con tex t .  Th is  a l lows s t r i k ing  landmark 
bu i ld ings  tha t  generous ly  ex tend  the i r  reach  beyond the 
edge o f  the  pavement  and  t rans fo rm a  corner,  a  s t ree t  and 
an  en t i re  quar te r  o f  a  c i t y  th rough the  way  they  f rame and 
address  the i r  sur round ings .  Through th is  u rban des ign 
ins igh t ,  un ivers i t ies  can  es tab l i sh  an  iden t i t y  fo r  the i r  w ider 
campus;  us ing  ind iv idua l  bu i ld ings  to  improve  the  spaces 
in -be tween.  Our  recent  p ro jec ts  in  Ox ford  a re  a  re f lec t ion  o f 
our  ab i l i t y  to  des ign  w i th in  these  complex  h is to r i c  se t t ings 
and  s t i l l  de l i ve r  uncompromis ing ly  modern ,  wor ld -c lass 
s tudent  fac i l i t i es .

URBAN DESIGN
We have cons iderab le  exper t i se  in  masterp lann ing  and es ta te 
s t ra teg ies  fo r  h igher  educat ion .  Our  ongo ing  work  as  the 
masterp lanner  fo r  the  South  Bank  Cu l tu ra l  Cent re  in  London 
has  been w ide ly  acc la imed:

“Rick Mather’s masterplan is the 
masterstroke at the root of the 
transformation”  
 S t i r l i ng  Pr ize  Nomina t ion  2008

In  many  o f  our  academic  masterp lans  we have  cons is ten t l y 
found as  much as  doub le  the  space the  un ivers i t ies  thought 
they  had on  the  overa l l  s i te .  Our  s tud ies  o f ten  p rove  tha t  
ex is t ing  campuses  have  much more  deve lopment  capac i ty 
than  p rev ious ly  thought  lead ing  to  huge cos t  sav ings 
in  no t  hav ing  to  acqu i re  new s i tes .  We be l ieve  tha t  the 
spaces  fo rmed be tween bu i ld ings  a re  as  impor tan t  as  those 
in te rna l l y.

Rick Mather’s “...ability to fit 
more into a site than seemed 
possible is probably as strong 
a reason for his success as his 
other more subtle design skills.” 

Eleanor Young - RIBA Journal November 2008

Lincoln School of Architecture positioned adjacent to the Lincoln Cathedral

Liverpool John Moores University Art and Design Academy with Fredrick Gibberd’s Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King

The Ashmolean Museum extension with innovative “fat walls” that carry all of the services in the building Flexible exhibition space in the atrium of the 
Liverpool Art and Design Academy

The recently completed Towner Gallery in Eastbourne (UK)

‘DRAWING IN THE CONTEXT’
The Ar t  and  Des ign  Academy in  L iverpoo l  and 
Arch i tec tu re  Schoo l  in  L inco ln  make s t rong 
spa t ia l  re fe rences  to  the i r  con tex t ,  sens i t i ve ly 
acknowledg ing  the  ad jacent  Modern  and 
Med ieva l  ca thedra ls  and  f raming  v iews f rom 
w i th in  the  a t r ium,  in  i t s  response to  the  u rban 
fo rm.

Our  cur ren t  and  p rev ious  p ro jec ts  in  sens i t i ve  con tex ts , 
inc lud ing  seven bu i ld ings  a t  the  Un ivers i t y  o f  Ox fo rd ,  S towe 
Gardens  and the  Wor ld  Her i tage  S i te  in  Greenwich ,  have 
g rown f rom an  unders tand ing  o f  how to  p lace  bu i ld ings 
care fu l l y  on  a  s i te :  fo rming  pos i t i ve  u rban spaces ,  f raming 
v iews,  and  o r ien ta t ing  in te rna l  rooms,  c i rcu la t ion  and  a t r ia 
tha t  can  make sense o f  the  con tex t  a round.

EXHIBIT ION & DISPLAY           
Cur ren t  ga l le ry  p ro jec ts  inc lude  the  recent ly  comple ted 
Towner  ga l le ry  in  Eas tbourne  (UK) ,  the  £61  mi l l i on 
expans ion  and renovat ion  o f  the  Ashmolean Museum in 
Oxford  and  the  $100 mi l l i on  ex tens ion  to  the  Vi rg in ia 
Museum o f  F ine  Ar ts  in  R ichmond (USA) .  

Ma jo r  p rev ious  ga l le ry  p ro jec ts  have  inc luded the  renovat ion 
and ex tens ion  o f  the  Du lw ich  P ic tu re  Ga l le ry,  the  Wal lace 
Co l lec t ion  and  the  Nat iona l  Mar i t ime Museum in  London. 

As  spec ia l i s ts  in  museum and ga l le ry  env i ronments  we 
unders tand  h igh  qua l i t y  env i ronmenta l  spec i f i ca t ion ,  f lex ib le 
space  des ign  and op t ima l  l i gh t ing  cond i t ions  requ i red  to 
d isp lay  and  in te rp re t  a  var ie ty  o f  work .  Th is  exper t i se  has 
been used w i th in  the  recent  Ar t  and  Des ign  schoo ls  to 
c rea te  an  env i ronment  tha t  can  suppor t  bo th  the  fo rma l  and 
in fo rma l  p resenta t ion  o f  work  th roughout  the  bu i ld ing .

TECHNICAL INTEGRATION
Our  p ro jec ts  look  to  cons is ten t l y  innova te  in  s t ruc tu ra l 
and  env i ronmenta l  per fo rmance.  We have  des igned h igh ly 
sus ta inab le  p ro jec ts ,  p ioneer ing  geothermal  sys tems and 
low-energy  ga l le r ies .

ADVANCED CONSTRUCTION
Our  p ro jec ts  l i ke  to  push  the  l im i ts  o f  s t ruc tu ra l  and 
mater ia l  per fo rmance.  We deve loped the  f i r s t  a l l -g lass 
s t ruc tu re  in  the  wor ld ,  and  regu la r l y  incorpora te  la rge  a reas 
o f  g laz ings  tha t  a re  s t ruc tu ra l l y  cha l leng ing .   Work ing  w i th 
an  in te rna t iona l l y  renowned exper t  in  concre te  we have 
deve loped h igh  per fo rmance mix tu res  tha t  g ive  except iona l l y 
smooth  exposed f in ishes  in  the  L iverpoo l  Des ign  Academy 
and h igh  per fo rmance spans  in  the  Towner  Ga l le ry.

BACKGROUND TO THE PRACTICE
For  fu l l  de ta i l s  on  the  approach ,  h is to ry  o f  the  p rac t i ce  and 
prev ious  30  years  o f  p ro jec ts  p lease  see  the  webs i te  -  www.
r i ckmather.com

Light boxes provide controlled artificial light to the galleries in the 
new Towner gallery in Eastbourne, UK
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“A dazzling contribution is made here, a fearless, imaginative 
piece of work - which is just what an architecture school 
should be if it is to fire students' creativity.”

Stephen Gard iner  -  The  Times 24  November  2003 -  L inco ln  Schoo l  o f  Arch i tec tu re

“Anyone 
designing for 
higher education 
can learn much 
from him”

Hugh Pearman  
RIBA Journa l  

November  2008

05 .1 .2  THE ACADEMIC 
ENVIRONMENT
VARIETY
We have w ide- rang ing  exper ience  in  academic  env i ronments : 
f rom s tud io ,  workshop and lec tu re  based teach ing  to  qu ie t 
l i b ra ry  env i ronments  fo r  persona l  work  and  research .   We 
unders tand  the  var ie ty  o f  env i ronmenta l  cond i t ions  and 
programming o f  spaces  tha t  may  be  requ i red  fo r  d i f fe ren t 
modes  o f  research  and learn ing .

LIBRARIES & RESEARCH
Persona l  research  requ i res  the  r igh t  degree  o f  in t imacy, 
p rov id ing  a  var ie ty  o f  s tudy  a reas  tha t  w i l l  su i t  ind iv idua l 
p re fe rences  fo r  research  and read ing .  Env i ronmenta l 
con t ro ls  need to  be  acu te ly  sens i t i ve  o f  changes  in  the 
occupancy  and ex te rna l  c l imate  in  o rder  to  ma in ta in  the 
op t imum ambien t  l i gh t ing  cond i t ions .  

R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  have  deve loped a  number  o f  h igh 
qua l i t y  research  and l ib ra ry  env i ronments  over  the  pas t  ten 
years :  ISMA (Un ivers i t y  o f  Read ing) ,  Keb le  Co l lege  Oxford , 
and  the  Roya l  Hor t i cu l tu ra l  Soc ie ty  L ib ra ry  in  London.  
Cur ren t l y  we are  des ign ing  the  ex tens ion  to  Queens  Co l lege 
L ib ra ry  in  Ox ford  and  recent ly  were  one o f  four  f ina l i s ts  fo r 
the  $1  b i l l i on  remode l l ing  o f  New York  Pub l i c  L ib ra ry.

FLEXIBIL ITY
Many academic  depar tments  must  accommodate  rap id 
f luc tua t ions  in  numbers  bo th  w i th in  a  day  and an  academic 
year.   Th is  requ i res  f lex ib le  p rogramming o f  spaces  tha t 
enab le  a  bu i ld ing  to  remain  p leasant ly  ac t i ve  a t  a l l  t imes 
w i th  env i ronmenta l  con t ro ls  tha t  can  s tab i l i se  the  demands 
on  heat ing  /  coo l ing .

A t  the  Des ign  Academy in  L iverpoo l ,  c lassrooms,  seminar 
and  lec tu re  spaces  were  p lanned e f f i c ien t l y  to  a l low fo r 
mu l t ip le  pa t te rns  and  the  max imum var ie ty  o f  uses .   A t 
Corpus  Chr is t i  Co l lege  (Oxford)  and  James A l len ’s  G i r l s ’ 
Schoo l  (London)  we are  des ign ing  robus t  mu l t i -  purpose 
spaces  tha t  can  suppor t  a  var ie ty  o f  teach ing  and 
en te r ta inment  func t ions .  Th is  a l lows exh ib i t ions ,  lec tu res , 
and  con fe rences  to  take  p lace  w i th  the  po ten t ia l  fo r  separa te 
pub l i c  access  para l le l  to  da i l y  academic  ac t i v i t y.  Teach ing 
spaces  shou ld  no t  cons t ra in  the  c rea t i ve  po ten t ia l  o f  the 
Schoo l ,  nor  i t s  ab i l i t y  to  der ive  add i t iona l  income in  and  ou t 
o f  te rm.

A LEARNING CAMPUS
Creat ing  an  Academic  Env i ronment  ex tends  beyond the 
ind iv idua l  spaces  fo r  read ing  and research  and in to  the 
g rea te r  u rban con tex t .   By  es tab l i sh ing  an  iden t i t y  be tween 
bu i ld ings ,  cons ider ing  how they  address  one another  and 
fo rm pub l i c  and  co l leg ia te  spaces  a round,  a  Un ivers i t y  can 
shape i t s  con tex t  and  e f f i c ien t l y  p lan  i t s  fu tu re  deve lopment .  
We have  under taken var ious  masterp lans  fo r  un ivers i t ies 
inc lud ing  L iverpoo l  John Moores ,  Un ivers i t y  o f  Eas t  Ang l ia , 
Southampton  Un ivers i t y,  Mans f ie ld  Co l lege  Oxford ,  and 
L inco ln  Un ivers i t y. 

Liverpool Art and Design Academy.  A variety of spaces for interaction between students and faculty

Stowe School, Buckinghamshire (UK).  RMA’s recently completed girls dormitory frames views and guides paths to 
help organize the mix of buildings on the historic campus

Liverpool Art and Design Academy.  Study spaces allow for various types of learning The Queen’s College, Oxford.  A new underground library space allows natural 
daylight in through strategically positioned roof lights

Keble College, Oxford.  The new buildings along with Butterfield’s grade I listed Range building frame a new quad for 
students and faculty

Lincoln School of Architecture.  Atrium space with study tables adjacent

Liverpool John Moores University Masterplan. The position of the Art and Design 
Academy along with the future phases of building creat open spaces that address 
the existing landmarks and a more active relationship between buildings. The atrium 
allows views through the building toward the Cathedral

On the  Un ivers i t y  o f  Me lbourne  campus,  we wou ld  work  w i th 
the  c l ien t  team to  look  a t  the  w ide  spread impac t  o f  a  new 
bu i ld ing  on  the  campus,  address ing  i t s  re la t ionsh ip  w i th 
o ther  key  bu i ld ings  as  we l l  as  the  way  i t s  fo rm w i l l  address 
the  Un ion  Lawn and o ther  open spaces  sur round ing  the  s i te .

DESIGNING IN A HISTORIC CONTEXT
Rick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  has  ex tens ive  exper ience  work ing 
in  c lose  con tex t  w i th  p ro tec ted  h is to r i c  bu i ld ings .  The 
Ashmolean Museum ex tens ion  in  Ox ford  l inks  to  the  h is to r i c 
Cockre l l  Bu i ld ing .  Many  o f  our  numerous  Oxford  p ro jec t 
bu i ld ings  address  ad jacent  h is to r i c  landmarks  inc lud ing 
Keb le  Co l lege ,  The Queen ’s  Co l lege ,  Corpus  Chr is t i  Co l lege , 
and  Mansf ie ld  Co l lege  as  we l l  as  the  campuses  o f  L iverpoo l , 
L inco ln ,  and  S towe.   Our  work  a t  the  Nat iona l  Mar i t ime 
Museum and the  Wal lace  Co l lec t ion  in  London exp lo i t 
the  po ten t ia l  o f  the  unused cour tyards  o f  these  h is to r i c 
bu i ld ings .  

Ear ly  d iscuss ions  wou ld  inc lude  op t ions  to  re ta in  on  s i te  o r 
re loca te  the  her i tage  i tems and s t ruc tu res  on  the  Parkv i l l e 
Campus and w i l l  l ead  to  a  dec is ion  in  keep ing  w i th  the 
Un ivers i t y ’s  po l i cy  and  p lans .

Stair in the Lincoln School of ArchitectureStair in the Lincoln School of ArchitectureStair in the Lincoln School of Architecture View through Liverpool Art and Design Academy’s Atrium to the Cathedral
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"Rick has given us amazing 
spaces, huge shafts of light, 
glorious views, intriguing 
corridors, flying stairs, intimacy, 
boldness and restraint. 
Everywhere there is invention, 
generosity of spirit, welcome, 
challenge."

Roger  Boden,  Bursar   Keb le  Co l lege

05 .1 .3  THE DESIGN 
STUDIO
We have designed and built innovative new studio 
spaces at the Lincoln School of Architecture and 
more recently at the Liverpool Art and Design 
Academy. Building from this experience, we would 
look to develop studios and teaching areas that 
would both demonstrate our expertise and, in close 
collaboration with the School, embody the Melbourne 
Model within the building.

COLLABORATIVE WORKING
The ar rangement  and  programming o f  spaces  shou ld  be 
d i rec t  and  e f f i c ien t  and  encourage s tudents  to  in fo rma l l y 
meet  and  share  ideas .  By  w iden ing  the  cor r idors  a t  s tud io 
en t rances  and con ta in ing  a l l  ma jo r  c i rcu la t ion  in  one  cen t ra l 
a t r ium,  in te r -d isc ip l inary  in te rac t ions  be tween s tudents 
and  facu l ty  a re  spac ia l l y  encouraged.   In  the  L iverpoo l  Ar t 
and  Des ign  Academy,  the  new bu i ld ing  b rought  a  number  o f 
the  a r t  schoo l ’s  depar tments  toge ther  in to  one  fac i l i t y  and 
in t roduced new pub l i c  fac i l i t i es  (exh ib i t ion  spaces ,  ca fe , 
seminar  rooms)  to  encourage c ross  co l labora t ion . 

FLEXIBLE STUDIOS
Through la rge  c lear  spans ,  the  s tud ios  can  have  a  generous 
sca le  w i th  max imum adaptab i l i t y  to  accommodate  d i f fe ren t 
con f igura t ions  and uses .  Open vo lumes g ive  c lear  s igh t 
l i nes  to  encourage communica t ion ,  wh i le  adequate  na tu ra l 
and  a r t i f i c ia l  l i gh t ing  as  we l l  as  su f f i c ien t  ‘wh i te -wa l l ’  space 
a l low fo r  a  p roduc t i ve  env i ronment . 

SIMPLE SERVICING
A s imp le  serv ic ing  s t ra tegy  enab les  mod i f i ca t ions  to  be 
eas i l y  made and min imises  the  opera t iona l  and  bu i ld  cos ts .  
Through unobt rus ive  and  d isc re te  sys tems,  max imum 
emphas is  can  be  p laced on  p roduc ing  and d isp lay ing  work .

INFORMAL DISPLAY
Wal l  a reas  shou ld  be  kep t  c lear  fo r  the  d isp lay  o f  work  w i th 
hardwear ing  and eas i l y  ma in ta inab le  mater ia ls .  Th is  a l lows 
s tudents  to  p in  up  work  and  have  in fo rma l  d iscuss ions 
amongs t  themse lves  w i thou t  hav ing  to  ac t i ve ly  seek  space 
ou ts ide  o f  the  s tud io .  

MAXIMISE DAYLIGHTING
The L iverpoo l  Ar t  and  Des ign  Academy fo rm was des igned 
to  bo th  o f fe r  a  s t r i k ing  ou tward  appearance  and o f fe r  the 
max imum cont ro l led  day l igh t ing  fo r  the  s tud ios .  Each 
b lade  wa l l  max imises  the  Nor th  l igh t  ava i lab le  in  a  s tud io 
(su i tab le  fo r  work ing  in  the  Nor thern  Hemisphere)  and 
a l lows some shaded Western  l igh t .  F rom th is  p r inc ip le , 
computer  mode l l ing  was  used to  tes t  and  tune  the  fo rm to 
env i ronmenta l  cond i t ions .  

Liverpool Art and Design Academy. Flexible studio spaces allow different groups to adapt the space to work for them

Library for The Queen’s College, Oxford.  

Large flexible study spaces as seen here in the Liverpool Design Academy allow for flexibility and adaptability of use

Circulation spaces allow for interaction between different disciplines, encouraging 
interdisciplinary collaboration between students and professors.

CONNECTING SPACES
Visua l  connec t ions  a id  in  way f ind ing  and or ien ta t ion  wh i le 
p rov id ing  a reas  tha t  s tudents  and  s ta f f  can  in fo rma l l y 
meet  and  work  can  be  d isp layed.  Through modu la t ion 
o f  the  bu i ld ing  fo rm these  a reas  a re  bo th  e f f i c ien t  and 
a rch i tec tu ra l l y  an imated ,  w i th  sha f ts  o f  l i gh t ,  d ramat ic  s ta i rs 
and  f ramed v iews.   

In  the  L iverpoo l  Ar t  and  Des ign  Academy the  ma in  en t rance 
a l igns  w i th  the  wes t  ax is  o f  the  ca thedra l  and  d raws 
s tudents ,  s ta f f  and  v is i to rs  in to  a  cen t ra l  a t r ium,  wh ich 
o r ien ta tes  movement .  Th is  space  connec ts  bo th  upper 
and  lower  g round leve ls  w i th  v iews th rough and ou t  o f 
the  bu i ld ing  towards  the  Cathedra l .  Un i f ied  by  a  d ramat ic 
s ta i rcase ,  w i th  in fo rma l  sp i l l  ou t  space  and v iews in to  each 
leve l ,  th is  i s  the  soc ia l  hear t  o f  the  bu i ld ing ,  fac i l i ta t ing 
in te rac t ion  be tween the  d i f fe ren t  academic  depar tments , 
and  pub l i c  fac i l i t i es .  The  lower  g round and ground f loor  a re 
ma in ly  ded ica ted  to  showcas ing  the  Academy’s  c rea t i ve 
ta len t ,  th rough the  pub l i c  ga l le r ies ,  exh ib i t ion  and  mu l t i -
purpose  spaces ,  p ro jec t  rooms and s tud ios .  

HARDWORKING SURFACES
In  a  bu i ld ing  wh ich  houses  the  c rea t i ve  p roduc t ion  o f 
s tudents ,  i t  i s  impor tan t  tha t  the  bu i ld ing  mater ia ls  meet  the 
Un ivers i t y ’s  asp i ra t ions  fo r  the  appearance o f  the  bu i ld ing 
wh i le  be ing  hard  wear ing ,  m in imis ing  ongo ing  ma in tenance 
and there fo re  reduc ing  l i fe  cyc le  cos ts .

OUTDOOR SPACE
Roof  te r races  a l low fo r  v iews o f  the  sur round ing  campus 
and c i t y  and  a id  in  b reak ing  up  the  mass ing  o f  a  bu i ld ing , 
ce lebra t ing  the  roo f  as  a  pos i t i ve  space .  They  a re  a lso 
a  par t  o f  the  sus ta inab i l i t y  s t ra tegy,  p rov id ing  des i rab le 
ou tdoor  spaces  fo r  the  s tud ios .

Lincoln School of Architecture studio space The blade walls allow North light into the studios
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05.1 .4  THE L IV ING 
BUILDING
Rick Mather Architects have been developing low 
energy design for the past 30 years. An award 
winning innovative but practical approach, our 
attitude to energy efficiency is inherent in our 
whole design ethos rather than applied as a means 
of expression. We view it as a positive attribute 
that our buildings do not necessarily have the so 
called appearance of “green” design. The design 
and configuration of the building itself in terms of 
orientation and material specifications should take 
full consideration of energy issues and low energy 
measures should not be applied as therapy later on to 
correct a flawed design. 

P IONEERING DESIGN
RIBA Award  w inn ing  p ro jec ts  a t  the  Un ivers i t y  o f  Eas t 
Ang l ia ,  Keb le  Co l lege  Oxford ,  and  The Times Newspaper 
Headquar te rs  a re  a l l  acknowledged by  the  techn ica l 
and  a rch i tec tu ra l  wor ld  as  p ioneer ing  bu t  appropr ia te 
so lu t ions  to  energy  and ma in tenance issues .  Our  work 
in  low energy,  sus ta inab le  bu i ld ing  has  been re f ined  and 
deve loped over  th ree  decades ,  and  i s  no t  mere ly  based 
on  recent  fash ions .  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts ’ in te res t  in 
sus ta inab i l i t y  goes  back  30  years  to  an  award  w inn ing 
house in  Edmonton  A lber ta  Canada to  an  ex te rna l  des ign 
tempera tu re  o f  -40C degrees  deve loped in  con junc t ion  w i th 
the  Un ivers i t y  o f  Saska tchewan.  A t  the  Un ivers i t y  o f  Eas t 
Ang l ia ,  super insu la t ion  and  a  hea t - recovery  sys tem were 
used to  e l im ina te  requ i rements  fo r  cen t ra l  hea t ing .  Th is  led 
to  the  Times Newspaper  Headquar te rs  a t ta in ing  the  h ighes t 
BREEAM (Rat ing  Sys tem fo r  Green Bu i ld ings  in  the  UK) 
ra t ing  fo r  any  bu i ld ing  in  London upon comple t ion .

KEBLE COLLEGE OXFORD  
GEOTHERMAL SYSTEMS
The S loane Rob inson bu i ld ing  a t  Keb le  Co l lege  i s  the  f i r s t 
bu i ld ing  in  the  UK to  incorpora te  a  geo thermal  sys tem 
wh ich ,  v ia  a  basement  hea t  exchanger,  l i nks  the  g lyco l - f i l l ed 
p las t i c  p ipes  bur ied  in  the  p i les  w i th  s im i la r  p ipes  cas t  in to 
the  concre te  s labs .  The innova t ive  des ign  was  deve loped 
w i th  A te l ie r  Ten  and by  u t i l i s ing  the  en t i re  sur face  a rea  o f 
the  20  met re  deep p i les ,  the  p ipes  work  to  ex t rac t  g round 
heat  in  w in te r  fo r  d is t r ibu t ion  th rough concre te  s labs  v ia 
the  heat  exchanger.  In  summer,  the  sys tem is  reversed  to 
a l low coo l ing .  Th is  means  tha t  the  bu i ld ing ’s  concre te  so f f i t s 
-  apar t  f rom those  in  s tudent  bedrooms -  ac t  as  rad ia to rs 
fo r  warming  in  w in te r,  wh i le  in  summer  they  become 
ch i l led  ce i l i ngs .  And there  i s  ano ther  ma jo r  advantage:  the 
e lec t r i c i t y  requ i rement  o f  the  sys tem is  a round a  th i rd  less 
than  tha t  used by  convent iona l  a i r -based sys tems.

CENTRAL MILTON KEYNES PIONEERING 
SUSTAINABLE RESIDENTIAL QUARTER
Fol low ing  our  success fu l  mas terp lan  fo r  a  h igh-dens i ty 
sus ta inab le  Res iden t ia l  Quar te r  w i th  Arup ,  R ick  Mather 
Arch i tec ts  were  appo in ted  to  deve lop  the  de ta i led  des ign 
fo r  650  homes to  Ecohomes ‘Exce l len t ’ and  BREEAM 
Reta i l  ‘Exce l len t ’ s tandards  us ing  p r inc ip les  f rom the 

innova t ive  Pass ivHaus  Ins t i tu te  in  Germany,  app l ied  on 
an  unprecedented  sca le  and  dens i ty.  The  un i ts  range f rom 
fami ly  townhouses  to  f la ts  and  penthouses  vary ing  in  he igh t 
f rom four  to  seventeen s to reys  h igh .  Th is  combines  very 
h igh  insu la t ion  s tandards  (0 .11W/m2)  w i th  heavywe igh t 
cons t ruc t ion ,  t r ip le -g laz ing ,  the  h ighes t  s tandards  o f 
a i r t igh tness  and use  o f  hea t -exchangers  and  combined heat 
and  power  fo r  water  and  background heat ing . 

The des ign  i s  deve loped us ing  BRE Green Gu ide 
env i ronmenta l l y -cons idera te  mater ia ls  and  cons t ruc t ion 
techn iques ,  inc lud ing  the  use  o f  recyc led  con ten t  wherever 
poss ib le  and  incorpora t ing  30% Modern  Methods  o f 
Cons t ruc t ion  (MMC) .  A l l  the  bu i ld ings  have  green roo fs  to 
p romote  eco log ica l  d ivers i t y  and  min imise  sur face  run-
o f f .   Water  con t ro l  measures  and grey-water  recyc l ing  he lp 
conserve  water  use .  Every  un i t  has  access  to  the i r  own 
pr iva te  space  toge ther  w i th  communa l  gardens  on  the  roo f .

We wou ld  look  to  b r ing  our  exper ience  o f  th is  p ro jec t  to 
the  Des ign  Schoo l  in  Me lbourne ,  max imis ing  the  po ten t ia l 
fo r  conserva t ion  o f  mater ia ls ,  energy,  and  water  wh i l s t 
ma in ta in ing  comfor t .  

LIVERPOOL JOHN MOORES UNIVERSITY
ART AND DESIGN ACADEMY 
SUSTAINABLE ACADEMIC BUILDINGS
Rick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  deve loped the  des ign  fo r  the 
academy by  cons ider ing  the  op t imum or ien ta t ion  fo r  the 
s tud io  spaces .  The ‘b lade  wa l l ’  des ign  exp lo i t s  the  shape o f 
the  s i te  and  a l igns  the  v iews and l igh t  towards  the  nor th  to 
min imise  therma l  ga in  wh i le  max imis ing  na tu ra l  l i gh t .

The  bu i ld ing  uses  20% renewab le  energy  techno log ies , 
th rough a  b iomass  heat ing  sys tem.  The pos t -occupancy 
aud i t  has  awarded the  bu i ld ing  a  BREEAM ‘Very  Good ’ 
ra t ing .

The s t ruc tu re  i s  an  in -s i tu  concre te  f la t  s lab  cons t ruc t ion 
wh ich  min imises  co-ord ina t ion  i ssues  w i th  serv ices 
d is t r ibu t ion .  The  h igh  qua l i t y  concre te  co lumns and so f f i t s 
a re  le f t  exposed in  the  teach ing  spaces  to  max imise 
the  therma l  mass  o f  the  bu i ld ing  wh ich  w i l l  dampen and 
reduce the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  rap id  tempera tu re  f luc tua t ion  and 
c rea te  a  comfor tab le  env i ronment  th roughout  the  year.  The 
mechan ica l  and  e lec t r i ca l  des ign  l im i ts  the  demand fo r  foss i l 
fue ls  by  us ing  pass ive  des ign  techn iques  and ins ta l l i ng  the 

most  energy  e f f i c ien t  techno log ies .  Max imis ing  the  na tu ra l  day l igh t  to  the  s tud ios  and  seminar  rooms 
min imises  the  need to  use  carbon in tens ive  e lec t r i ca l  energy. 

RESPONSIVE BUILDING
The Ar t  and  Des ign  Academy in  L iverpoo l  uses  a  BEMS (Bu i ld ing  Energy  Management  Sys tem)  p rov id ing 
dynamic  con t ro ls  fo r  ven t i la t ion  to  conserve  energy  and serv ing  as  an  educat iona l  too l  fo r  s tudents .  We 
have  inc reas ing ly  incorpora ted  respons ive  mon i to r ing  in  our  bu i ld ings .  A t  the  Sus ta inab le  Res iden t ia l 
Quar te r  in  M i l ton  Keynes  we in tegra ted  w i re less  meter ing  tha t  records  and  co l la tes  energy  consumpt ion 
fo r  each  res iden t ia l  un i t  and  d isp lays  per fo rmance da ta  on  a  cen t ra l  webs i te .

ATELIER TEN & PATRICK BELLEW
We wou ld  p ropose br ing ing  A te l ie r  Ten  in to  the  des ign  team fo r  the  Me lbourne  Des ign  Schoo l .  We have 
worked toge ther  fo r  many  years  on  a  number  o f  bu i l t  p ro jec ts ,  es tab l i sh ing  a  v is ionary  and  ho l i s t i c 
env i ronmenta l  approach .  We fee l  tha t  the i r  recen t  exper ience  as  sus ta inab i l i t y  consu l tan ts  in  the  des ign 
o f  Federa t ion  Square  wou ld  be  inva luab le  to  th is  p ro jec t .

Geothermal pile structure at Keble College Liverpool Art and Design Academy blade wallsExposed concrete helps to control and reduce rapid temperature fluctuations in the new Towner gallery

Geothermal heating in the winter months

Geothermal cooling in the summer months Central Milton Keynes Sustainable Residential Quarter.  Public and private roof terraces

Atelier Ten were the sustainability consultants on Federation Square in Melbourne.  Section the 
atrium of the building with diffusion and passive ventilation strategies and the resulting reduction 
of unwanted solar gain

In Rick Mather’s work “...there is a 
clear path in the process of design 
development of a collaborative 
journey where the elements are 
carefully constructed around 
environmental and structural 
conversations.” 

Patr ick  Bel lew -  Ate l ier  Ten
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05.1 .5  CAPABIL ITY AND 
PROCESS

It is  seen tha t  members  o f  tha t  o f f i ce  wou ld  fo rm the 
con t inu i ty  be tween London and Me lbourne  and be  the 
p r imary  con tac t  w i th  the  Un ivers i t y.  In  add i t ion ,  the  p rac t i ce 
wou ld  in tend  to  fo rm a  con t rac tua l  re la t ionsh ip ,  to  the 
approva l  o f  the  Un ivers i t y,  w i th  a  se lec ted  Me lbourne  based 
arch i tec t ,  w i th  par t i cu la r  exper ience  o f  loca l  codes .  R ick 
Mather  Arch i tec ts  have  a l ready  spoken to  a  number  o f  loca l 
f i rms  and wou ld  look  to  advance these  negot ia t ions  in  la te r 
rounds .

In  the  execu t ion  o f  the  p ro jec t ,  a l l  members  o f  the 
a rch i tec tu ra l  team wou ld  be  con t inua l l y  invo lved  in  the  work 
f rom the  incep t ion  o f  des ign  th rough to  the  comple t ion  o f 
cons t ruc t ion .  Through the  var ious  phases  o f  the  p ro jec t 
the  p r imary  and  secondary  consu l tan t  ro les  wou ld  sh i f t 
be tween London and Me lbourne  as  appropr ia te .  Dur ing  ear ly 
phases  the  chosen assoc ia te  a rch i tec t  wou ld  be  c lose ly 
invo lved  w i th  a l l  des ign  deve lopments  in fo rming  dec is ions 
w i th  respec t  to  Me lbourne  bu i ld ing  codes ,  p rocurement  and 
cons t ruc t ion  i ssues .

CREATIVE CONTROL AND RELATIONSHIP
WITH UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE
Rick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  wou ld  ma in ta in  c rea t i ve  con t ro l  over 
a l l  aspec ts  and  phases  o f  the  p ro jec t .  They  wou ld  have 
the  p r imary  ro le  in  the  s ta f f ing  and  execu t ion  o f  the  Pre-
Des ign ,  Schemat ic  Des ign ,  and  Des ign  Deve lopment  phases . 
We wou ld  lead  the  e f fo r ts  o f  bas ic  serv ices  consu l tan ts 
(s t ruc tu ra l ,  mechan ica l ,  e lec t r i ca l ,  p lumbing  and f i re 
p ro tec t ion  eng ineers )  and  spec ia l i t y  consu l tan ts  dur ing  the 
in i t ia l  phases  o f  the  work ,  suppor ted  as  appropr ia te  by  the 
par tner ing  a rch i tec t .  Wi th  i t s  own presence in  Me lbourne  as 
necessary,  the  Un ivers i t y  con tac t  wou ld  a lso  be  p r imar i l y 
w i th  the  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  team,  par t i cu la r l y  dur ing 
the  ear l ie r  s tages  o f  the  p ro jec t .  Cons t ruc t ion  budget  and 
p ro jec t  schedu le  deve lopment  and  compl iance  wou ld  be  the 
respons ib i l i t y  o f  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  dur ing  the  in i t ia l 
des ign  phases ,  in  combina t ion  w i th  the  cos t  es t imator 
and  where  app l i cab le  w i th  the  Un ivers i t y ' s  Pro jec t  and 
/  o r  Cons t ruc t ion  Manager.  Deve lopment  o f  the  p ro jec t 
p rogramme and rev iew o f  p roposa ls  w i th  the  Un ivers i t y  team 
wou ld  genera l l y  be  d i rec t l y  w i th  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  in 
the  company o f  the  par tner ing  a rch i tec t  and  p rogramming 
consu l tan ts  as  requ i red .  C l ien t  and  des ign  meet ings  and 
workshops  wou ld  take  p lace  bo th  loca l l y  to  the  p ro jec t  and 
in  London to  bes t  su i t  the  p ro jec t .

The  team wou ld  opera te  as  a  un i f ied  en t i t y,  w i th  care fu l l y 
de f ined  ro les ;  however  the  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  the  Un ivers i t y 
w i l l  be  t igh t l y  con t ro l led ,  p rov id ing  a  s ing le  po in t  o f  con tac t 
w i th in  the  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts '  team fo r  day  to  day 
i ssues .

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION

For the University of Melbourne Project Rick Mather 
Architects would form a relationship  with a local 
architectural practice at the outset, effectively 
providing a dedicated Melbourne project base. This 
would allow a smooth synergy between the earlier 
London based design stages and later construction 
document production in Melbourne and would form 
a valuable resource for all team members.  This 
approach has proven successful at delivering 
projects in Virginia (USA) and Turin (Italy).

Rick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  has  recent ly  fo rmed a  New York  C i ty 
o f f i ce  fo r  the  purpose  o f  manag ing  US based work  a l though 
a l l  ear ly  s tage  des ign  work  i s  car r ied  ou t  in  London.  We 
have  s im i la r l y  a r ranged o f f i ce  space  tha t  cou ld  be  used in 
Me lbourne  i f  se lec ted .

Early in the pre-design process for all Rick Mather 
Architects projects, a strategy is developed to best 
understand the needs of the institution.

In  a l l  our  p ro jec ts  we encourage our  c l ien ts  to  take  the 
oppor tun i ty  to  take  a  ho l i s t i c  look  a t  the i r  o rgan isa t ion , 
and  p lace  the  immedia te  p ro jec t  in  the  con tex t  o f  w ider  and 
longer  te rm a ims and ob jec t i ves .

In  many  o f  our  academic  masterp lans  we have  cons is ten t l y 
found as  much as  doub le  the  space the  Un ivers i t ies  thought 
they  had on  the  overa l l  s i te .   Our  s tud ies  o f ten  p rove  tha t  
ex is t ing  campus ’ have  much more  deve lopment  capac i ty 
than  p rev ious ly  thought  lead ing  to  huge cos t  sav ings  in 
no t  hav ing  to  acqu i re  new s i tes .  Our  approach  wou ld  be  to 
work  w i th  the  ex is t ing  es ta tes  p lan  mak ing  sure  the  des ign 
o f  ind iv idua l  bu i ld ings  takes  in to  account  w ider  long  te rm 
issues .  The proposa ls  shou ld  max imise  every  square  met re 
o f  the  s i te  -  no  space shou ld  be  th rown away on  the  bas is 
o f  shor t  te rm issues .  Equa l l y  the  p roposa l  mus t  no t  s tand  or 
fa l l  on  any  s ing le  i ssue  and requ i re  to ta l  redes ign  were  any 
par t i cu la r  i ssue  to  change.  The bu i ld ings  must  have  a  s t rong 
sense o f  p lace ,  de f in ing  ex te rna l  spaces  and con t r ibu t ing  to 
a  w ider  overa l l  p lan .

In  an  inc lus ive  approach  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  work  c lose ly 
w i th  the  p ro jec t  manager  and  the  c l ien t  body  to  es tab l i sh 
the i r  key  p r io r i t i es .  By  es tab l i sh ing  the  “ idea l ”  and  tes t ing  i t 
aga ins t  ac tua l  p roposa ls ,  the  des ign  can  be  d iscussed and 
con t inua l l y  appra ised .  In  our  exper ience  des ign  and br ie f 
deve lopment  a re  max imised  in  tandem wi th  the  tes t ing  o f 
po ten t ia l  deve lopment  op t ions .  Of ten  i t  i s  on ly  by  see ing 
the  po ten t ia l  impac t  o f  a  p roposa l  tha t  the  b r ie f  can  be 
fu l l y  tes ted  and in fo rmed.  Th is  shou ld  run  in  para l le l  w i th 
research  in to  b r ie f  requ i rements  and  as  par t  o f  an  ongo ing 
pos i t i ve  and  in te rac t i ve  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  the  c l ien t  g roup.

TYPE

Museum

Museum

Des ign  Schoo l

Des ign  Schoo l

Ar t  Ga l le ry

Museum

Student 
Res idence

PROJECT

Virg in ia  Museum of  F ine 
Ar ts
Richmond,  Vi rg in ia  USA
[MIPIM Future  Pro jec ts 
Award  2004]

Ashmolean Museum
Oxford ,  UK

Liverpool  John Moores 
Univers i ty  Ar t  and Design 
Academy
L iverpoo l ,  UK

Lincoln  School  of 
Archi tecture
L inco ln ,  UK

Gal ler ia  Sabauda
Tur in ,  I ta ly

Nat ional  Mar i t ime Museum
London,  UK
[C iv ic  Trus t  Award  2000]

Keble  Col lege
Oxford ,  UK
[RIBA Award  2004]

COMPLETE

Spr ing  2010

November  2009

January  2009

October  2003

Autumn 2012

May 1999

Augus t  1995
September  2002

SIZE

15,330 sqm 
new bu i ld
3 ,900  sqm 
rennovat ion

9 ,000 sqm

10,350 sqm

6,700 sqm

7,650 sqm

7,710 sqm

4,900 sqm

SCOPE

A new en t rance  w ing  hous ing 
permanent  and  temporary  ga l le r ies , 
a  l i b ra ry,  ca fe ,  res tauran t ,  and 
o f f i ces  connec ted  to  the  ex is t ing 
bu i ld ing  by  g lass  b r idges  th rough a 
cen t ra l  a t r ium

An ex tens ion  p rov id ing  100% more 
d isp lay  space ,  an  educat ion  cen t re , 
conserva t ion  s tud ios ,  teach ing 
rooms,  s tudy  ga l le r ies ,  and 
d iscovery  a reas

Sta te  o f  the  a r t  teach ing  fac i l i t i es 
inc lud ing  lec tu re  ha l l s ,  s tud io 
spaces ,  c lassrooms,  ga l le ry  and 
exh ib i t ion  spaces ,  seminar  and 
con ference  su i tes  and  a  ca fe

Classrooms,  s tud io  spaces ,  lec tu re 
thea t res  and  a  ca fe

Ga l le r ies ,  educa t ion  cen t re , 
con fe rence  rooms,  bookshop,  ca fe , 
conserva t ion  s tud io  and  o f f i ces

Enc los ing  the  cour tyard  w i th  a 
g lass  roo f ,  c rea t ing  a  new en t rance 
and re -o rgan iz ing  the  shop and 
recept ion  a reas  and c rea t ing 
severa l  new ga l le r ies

Mul t i -purpose  thea t res ,  d in ing  ha l l , 
rec i ta l  rooms,  seminar  rooms and 
s tudy  bedrooms

BUDGET 
(AU$)
$208.8  mi l l i on

$125.5  mi l l i on

$49.3  mi l l i on

$22.6  mi l l i on

$40.7  mi l l i on

$40.7  mi l l i on

$19.7  mi l l i on

REGISTERED
WITH
Col labora t ion 
w i th  loca l 
a rch i tec ts  in  the 
S ta te  o f  Vi rg in ia , 
USA

RIBA UK

RIBA UK

RIBA UK

Col labora t ion 
w i th  loca l 
a rch i tec ts  in  
Tur in ,  I ta ly

RIBA UK

RIBA UK

RELEVANCE

Pro jec t  loca ted 
in te rna t iona l l y.  
RMA teamed w i th 
loca l  a rch i tec t .  Large 
scope,  s ize  and 
budget

Large  complex 
bu i ld ing ,  s im i la r  s ize 
and  budget

Schoo l  o f  Arch i tec tu re , 
Ar t  and  Des ign  w i th 
very  s im i la r  scope and 
br ie f

Schoo l  o f  Arch i tec tu re 
w i th  very  s im i la r 
scope and br ie f

Pro jec t  loca ted 
in te rna t iona l l y.  
RMA teamed w i th  loca l 
a rch i tec t .

Large  complex 
p ro jec t  focus ing  on 
exh ib i t ion  space  and 
re -o rgan is ing  ex is t ing 
cond i t ions

Higher  educat ion 
bu i ld ings  us ing 
bu i ld ing  fo rm and 
or ien ta t ion  to  c rea te 
idea l  ex te rna l  spaces

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM
Chr is topher  Brown
Di rec to r
Beaumont  S t ree t
Oxford ,  UK
OX1 2PH
T:  +44 1865 278 005
E:  chr is topher.b rown@ashmus.ox .ac .uk

V IRGINIA MUSEUM OF F INE ARTS
Michae l  Brand ( fo rmer  VMFA Di rec to r )
J  Pau l  Get ty  Museum
1200 Get ty  Center  Dr ive ,  Su i te  1000
Los  Ange les
CA 90049-1687  USA
T:  +1  310 440 7300
E:  mbrand@get ty.edu

UNIVERSITY OF L INCOLN
Professor  Dav id  Ch idd ick 
Vice  Chance l lo r
Bray fo rd  Poo l
L inco ln ,  UK
LN6 7TS
T:  +44 1482 463 281
E:  dch idd ick@l inco ln .ac .uk

L IVERPOOL JOHN MOORES UNIVERSITY
Mar t in  Downie
Di rec to r,  Ar t  &  Des ign  Academy
2 Duck in f ie ld  S t ree t
L iverpoo l ,  UK
L3 5RD
T:  +44 151 904 1187  
E :  m.down ie@l iv jm.ac .uk 

CLIENT REFERENCES
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AWARDS

2009      We cur ren t l y  have  two cu l tu ra l  and  educat iona l  bu i ld ings  shor t l i s ted  fo r  R IBA Awards

2008 RIBA AWARD 2008     Roya l  Fes t i va l  Ha l l  -  Southbank  Cent re  Masterp lan

2005 CIVIC TRUST AWARD commendat ion   Sloane Rob inson Bu i ld ing  Keb le  Co l lege   Ox fo rd

2004 RIBA AWARD     Sloane Rob inson Bu i ld ing  Keb le  Co l lege   Ox fo rd
 MIPIM /  ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW   Vi rg in ia  Museum o f  F ine  Ar ts   R ichmond USA
 FUTURE PROJECTS AWARD

2003 BUILDING OF THE YEAR   Sloane Rob inson Bu i ld ing  Keb le  Co l lege   Ox fo rd
 BEST PUBLIC BUILDING
 BRICK AWARD 
 OXFORD PRESERVATION TRUST  Sloane Rob inson Bu i ld ing  Keb le  Co l lege   Ox fo rd
 ENVIRONMENTAL AWARD    

2002 CIVIC TRUST AWARD    Du lw ich  P ic tu re  Ga l le ry   London
 CIVIC TRUST AWARD    Homes fo r  the  Fu tu re   G lasgow

2001 AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS  Du lw ich  P ic tu re  Ga l le ry   London
 BUSINESS WEEK/ARCHITECTURAL
 RECORD AWARD    
 RIBA AWARD     Du lw ich  P ic tu re  Ga l le ry   London
 RIBA CROWN ESTATE CONSERVATION
 AWARD      Du lw ich  P ic tu re  Ga l le ry   London

2000 CIVIC TRUST AWARD    Na t iona l  Mar i t ime Museum  Greenwich  
 REGENERATION OF SCOTLAND AWARD  Homes fo r  the  Fu tu re   G lasgow
 ISLINGTON COUNCIL CONSERVATION AWARD  Techno logy  Tower   Un ivers i t y  o f  Nor th  London 

1999 RIBA AWARD     Schoo l  fo r  In te rna t iona l  Secur i t ies  Marke ts    
      Assoc ia t ion  Un ivers i t y  o f  Read ing
 CIVIC TRUST AWARD    Schoo l  fo r  In te rna t iona l  Secur i t ies  Marke ts    
      Assoc ia t ion  Un ivers i t y  o f  Read ing 

1998 RIBA AWARD     The  Pr io ry  Hampstead  London
 CIVIC TRUST AWARD    The  Pr io ry  Hampstead  London
 STIRLING PRIZE RUNNER UP   The  Pr io ry  Hampstead  London

1997 CIVIC TRUST AWARD   ARCO Bu i ld ing   Keb le  Co l lege   Ox fo rd
 AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS UK   The  Pr io ry  Hampstead  London
 EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN AWARD

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

2009 WALLPAPER   ‘Towner  Ga l le ry,  Eas tbourne ’ ,  Apr i l  2009
 THE INDEPENDENT  ‘The  evo lu t ion  o f  seas ide  a rch i tec tu re ’ ,  Jay  Mer r i ck ,  Apr i l  2009
 BLUEPRINT   ‘New seas ide  a rch i tec tu re ’ ,  Tim Abrahams,  Apr i l  2009
 ARCHITECTURE TODAY  ‘Gardens  o f  De l igh t :  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  a t  S towe Schoo l ’ , 
     Tim Rona lds ,  March  2009

2008 RIBA JOURNAL   ‘Mr  Co l leg ia l i t y ’ ,  E leanor  Young,  November  2008
 ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW  ‘Serpent ine  Academy’ ,  Rob Gregory,  January  2008

2005 DAILY TELEGRAPH  ‘Hero ic  Co l lec t ions  f ind  a  wor thy  se t t ing ’ ,  G i les  Wors ley,  November  2005 

2004 THE TIMES   ‘New seat  o f  learn ing  in  a  dazz l ing  sea  o f  wh i te ’ , 
     S tephen Gard iner,  November  2004
 ARCHITECTURE TODAY  ‘Campus Crea t ion  -  R ick  Mather  Arch i tec ts  a t  L inco ln ’ , 
     Rober t  Maxwel l ,  January  2004
 BLUEPRINT   ‘Ly r i c  p resents  i t s  new look ’ ,  Gran t  G ibson,  Apr i l  2004

2003 THE NEW YORK TIMES  ‘ In  R ichmond a  museum a ims fo r  the  b ig  leagues ’ ,  Adam Goodhar t ,  Apr i l  2003

2001 THE NEW YORK TIMES  ‘An  Amer ican  expat r ia te  sheds  l igh t  in  London ’ ,  Trac ie  Rozhon,  Apr i l  2001 
 INTERNATION HERALD TRIBUNE ‘A v is ionary  a rch i tec t  w i th  des igns  on  the  pas t ’ ,  Mary  B lume,  Ju ly  1002

2000 DOMUS    ‘La  p r ima ga l le r ia  d ’a r te  (The f i r s t  a r t  ga l le ry ) ,  Dan Cru ikshank ,  Oc tober  2000
 ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW  ‘Sp i r i t  o f  Soane ’ ,  Pe te r  Davey,  Augus t  2000
 ARCHITECTURE TODAY  ‘L igh t  touch  -  Mather  a t  Soane ’s  Du lw ich  P ic tu re  Ga l le ry ’ , 
     Rober t  Harb ison ,  Ju ly  2000
 ARCHITECTURAL RECORD (USA)  ‘Mather ’s  p lan  adds  human touch  to  b ru ta l  South  Bank ’ , 
     Laura  I lon iemi ,  November  2000
 THE TIMES   ‘Re f ramed in  g lass ’ ,  Marcus  B inney,  May 2000
 THE INDEPENDENT  ‘Ta les  f rom the  cap i ta l ’s  r i ve rbank ’ ,  Non ie  N iesewand,  February  2000 
 THE GUARDIAN    ‘Mas te r  bu i lder ’ ,  S tephen Moss ,  Febrauary  2000

BOOKS
2006 RICK MATHER ARCHITECTS,  BLACK DOG PUBLISHING

TV & FILM
2009 BBC,  OPENING OF SEAFRONT GALLERY,  APRIL 2009
2000 F IRST SIGHT BBC 2  DECEMBER 2000

05 .1 .6  MERIT
Rick Mather Architects has won many awards in the past 30 years including many RIBA and Civic Trust Awards. 
Below is a list of our most recent publications, books, exhibitions, and awards since 2000.  We have had 
numerous award winning projects before this time, please refer to our web site (www.rickmather.com) for a full 
list of Rick Mather Architects’ awards and competition successes.  Also on our web site under the news section 
you will be able to read the full articles of the publications listed below.

Stowe School’s recently completed Girl’s Dormitory in Buckinghamshire, UK

Rick Mather Architect’s extension to John Soane’s Dulwich Picture Gallery in London

Newly opened Towner Gallery in Eastbourne, UK

Masterplan for London Thames’ Southbank Staircase in the Sloane Robinson building at Keble College, Oxford

“Internally, it is 
sensational, altogether 

not your ordinary 
interior... creates a 
sense of sculptural 
intention... full of 
light, but from all 

sides, competing in a 
complex and enjoyable 
dance; an impressive 
piece of architecture”
Rober t  Maxwel l  -  R IBA Journa l

The Pr io ry  -  1998 
St i r l i ng  Pr ize  Runner -Up


